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SUMMARY

This article deals with the case histories of
two Kala-azar patients treated in ward 3 of the
No. 4 Social Insurance children’s Hospital in
Tehran.

Full details of the disease and treatment
have been reported:

The First Case was a 4 years old female
from Abadan. Symptoms present on admission
were: paleness, fever, weight-loss, shivering,
hepatosplenomegaly, cedema and tachycardia.

Initial examination chowed ILeishman—
Donovan bodies in the bone marrow. The pati-
ent was then treated as explained later on in this
article.

The treatment was unsuccessful and the
patient died 12 days after in a state of shock and
secondary heart failure. Autopsy revealed mas-
sive parasitic invasion in various organs especi-
ally in the R.E.S.

The Second Case wags a T years old male

from Abadan. Symptoms on admission were:
paleness, fever, weight-loss and splencmegaly
to such an extent that the lower edge of the
spleen was extended to the pubis region.

Microscopic examination revealed presence
of L-D bodies in the hone marrow and the
spleen.

Two treatment courses with Glucantime
were administered each course took 14 days
with an interval of 2 weeks.

After commencement of the treatment the
patient showed signs of improvement, the splen-
omegaly was considerably reduced and after the
first course of treatment reached the naval re-
gion; and within 6 months gained its normal size.

Kala-azar observed in Iran is of the Medi-
terranean variety, cases have been reported
from all provinces specially in the South, the
main carrier of the disease is Phlebotomus
major, the actual hosts are wild carnivores.
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Recently, however, Leishmanias have been
found in reptileg in both Khorassan and Manjil
Regions,

As the detection of Kala-azar cases in Iran
is increasing, attention should be given to the
differential manifestations of the disease.

This is particularly necessary as very simi-
lar symptoms are shown by some infectious
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diseases, e.g. typhoid fever, brucellosis; parasi-
tic diseases, e.g. malaria and especially blood
disorders, such as Leukemia, aplasia of bone
marrow and haemolytic anecamia.

The treatment of the disease with penta-
valent antimonials has produced very satisfac-
tory results. Considerable attention should be
given to the patients from the management of
aneamia, nuritional disorders, ete.

RENCES

7. Khosro Daneshbod, American Journal of
Clinical Pathology, visceral leishmaniagis in
Iran, Vol. 57, No. 2, Feb. 1972, p. 156-166.

8. Leslie A. Stauber, Rutgers University,
Leishmania in the Hamster, 1955, p. 76-90.

9. Offutt, E.P. Studies in the life ¢ycle and via-
bility of L. tropica invitro. J. parasite,
(1946), 32 (suppl.) : 1. Laboratory Train-
ing, Communicable Disease Center, Atianta,
Georgia.

10. Novy, I'. G. and McNeal, W. J,, on the cul-
tivation of Trypanosoma brucei. J. Inf.,
(1904). Dis. 1 : 1-30 Laboratory Training,
C.D.C.

11. V.M. Saf’ janova, Bulletin of the WH.O.,
(1971), Vol. 44, No. 4, pp. 471-584, p. 561-
965.

PV CIN P
QEJ-E,IJJ _)l_)T \jlf kjf[_g]i‘} _,L.M.vi -\
WEA shagsoss b e @ ] S

-

Slalos golew hsdsmmunle o b OTe5d amag! Jolses ST YE (oolay o — ¥

[y

WA el s S



