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SUMMARY

The cpidemiologic features of carcinoma of
the ccrvix indicate that envivonmental factors
play a rcle in the occurrcnce of the disease.
The d'sease cccurs more frequently in women
who have multiple sex pariners, conscrt with
uncircumeised men and who begin heterosexual
activity early in life. These demographic fea-
tures have led to the hypothesas that the disease
may be caused by a venereally transmitted
fagtor.

Herpes genitalis appears to be a venereal di-
sease.

A eeroepidemiclogic survey for herpcsvirus

type 2 antibodies was performed on 266 per-
sons of different ages from the same lower so-
cioeconomic population from which the pati-
ents came. Antibodies to the virus did not
appear until adoleseence, and the antibodies oc-
curred more frequently among prostitutes
(549%) than among the control population
(229%). The data support the concept of a
venereal mode of spread of herpesvirus type 2
and establish an association between this virus
and carcinoma of the cervix; however, further
studies are required to determine whether or
not the association is a causal one.
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